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corporated in the new regime of the old
reaction of which they had been an ap-
pendage. They explained that they were
doing this in order to protect their comrades
as far as possible under the new conditions;
that they were not going to leave the workers
alone, but would try to secure for them a
decent place within the new home; and
that, of course, they would always remain
Socialists. But " the old forms " were dead,
and you had to march with the times and
accept changes. . . . In fact, they were going
over, bag and baggage.
Their leader, Paul Faure, too tired or too
prudent or otherwise prevented from acting,
remained in the background.   It was Charles
Spinasse, one of his lieutenants and a former
Minister in Leon Blum's Government, who
assumed the leadership, an intelligent man
with aftable manners and a kind of nervous
intensity, but without strength.   He headed
" the group of the 85," under which cautious
name the defeatist majority of the former
Socialist Parliamentary group was loosely
held together;   its secretary was a young
and ambitious deputy, Paul Rives.   Spinasse
and Rives also gave Le Populaire, which had
died a honourable death, a dishonourable
successor:   a  daily paper called L* Effort,